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Hard on the heels of the triumph Under Orders comes Dead Heat, set against the backdrop of

Britain's famed 2,000 Guineas stakes. Max Moreton is a rising culinary star, and his Newmarket

restaurant, the Hay Net, has brought him great acclaim and a widening circle of admirers. But when

nearly all the guests who enjoyed one of his meals at a private catered affair fall victim to severe

food poisoning, his kitchen is shuttered and his reputation takes a hit. Scrambling to meet his next

obligation, an exclusive luncheon for forty in the glass-fronted private boxes at the 2,000 Guineas,

Max must overcome the previous evening's disaster and provide the new American sponsors of the

year's first Classic race with a day to remember. Then a bomb blast rips through the private boxes,

killing some of Max's trusted staff and many of the guests. As survivors are rushed to the hospital,

he is left to survey the ruins of the grandstand-and of his career. Two close calls are too close for

comfort, and Max vows to protect his name, and himself, before it's too late.
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Firstly, I'm so very glad that Dick Francis is back to writing, and I hope he's got a few (but preferably

a lot more) mysteries left in him. In DEAD HEAT, his latest baffler, his normally can't-miss Dick

Francis elements are in place: naturally the British horse racing backdrop, the first person narration,

the sudden, unexpected bursts of violence set in serene surroundings, and a lead character cut

from that reliable English cloth, who is unassuming, reserved, undeterred, and clever but not that

clever.A classic Francis page-turner calls for, among other things, the protagonist not only to be

hellaciously roughed up and tossed about but to also stoically endure the doing so. Locally famous

chef/restaurateur Max Moreton certainly fits that bill as the pages open with him spending a

mortifying, pain-wracked night in the loo, victim to food poisoning ostensibly by his own hands. And

that's only the start of Max's bad road. He promptly discovers that that evening's clientele had also

suffered from food poisoning. The next day finds his restaurant being shut down awaiting a public

health inspection. The day gets even worse as Max then survives a shocking bomb explosion at a



privately catered race track event. Now, with allegations made against his livelihood and his life on

the line, Max, stubborn cuss that he is, determines to get to the bottom of things. It's not a smart

move.DEAD HEAT is the second book written by Dick Francis after the passing of his beloved Mary

and a 6 year hiatus. 2006's
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